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Write an essay that contrasts King Lear at the beginning of the essay and his character at the end of the play
At the beginning of William Shakespeare's "King Lear," we experience diverse emotions ranging from contempt to pity towards King Lear. As the play evolves, we view King Lear as an unlikeable character due to his negative traits such as arrogance, lack of regard for others, foolishness, and cruelty. Towards the end of the play, we explore the behavior and actions of the people on the closest to King Lear, and we start feeling empathy with the old-weak former king.
	We are introduced to King Lear's cruelty in the first incidence of the play with Cordelia. His means to solve a situation is to develop a vain game that nourishes his ego. In this scene, he asks his daughters, "Which of you shall we say doth love us most?" This reflects on his value for false-adoration and complements over true love. When Cordelia's rejoinder does not amuse him, he overreacts and cruelly disowns her as his daughter. "As a stranger to my heart and I hold thee from him forever." This enlightens us on King Lear's lack of rationality, and immense cruelty, which drives us into hating him.  He keeps on speaking cruelly on Cordelia, and when the King of France refers to Cordelia, his daughter, King Lear, replies, "We have no such daughter, neither shall we ever see her face again." 
King Lear's foolishness is revealed to the readers when he easily falls for Regan and Goneril's impressions of love. For instance, King Lear is overwhelmed when Regan and Goneril say, "I love you more than any word can  ply the matter." And "I am alone felicitated in your highness' love." Other than reflecting on his foolishness, these incidences display the arrogance and need for validation traits of King Lear. He once again ignores the advice of the people looking after him when the spoof tells him, "Thou, maddest thy daughters thy mothers."
Towards the end of the play, when King Lear is at fault, a significant number of the other characters act disrespectfully and cruelly towards him, leading us into feeling sympathy for him. For instance, when King Lear starts living with Goneril, she asks her servants to "embed on what wearily disregard you please." Similarly, Regan treats King Lear with cruelty; at some point, she asks her servants to lock him out in the storm. This indicates that despite his old age, his daughters still disrespect him.
In the introduction of the play, King lear is portrayed as an arrogant, cruel, and a foolish character who lacks empathy for others. Nevertheless, in the course of the play, the cruelty subjected to him by other characters drives us into pitying him and consequently takes his side, with the hope of his antagonist's downfall.













References
Shakespeare, W. (1860). King Lear. Oxford University Press. 1 23-178



